
As you heard from Mary Beth on Wednesday, NJIO will be starting its Spring program session next week

and we will be able to meet in person outdoors on a limited basis for the first time in a year!  While we

are excited about this prospect, we are well aware that the Covid19 pandemic is still with us and gaining

some steam again in New Jersey.  If you are not comfortable returning to live rehearsals at this time we

understand and are providing options for you to continue with us from home.

It is paramount for everyone’s safety that when we do meet outdoors, we all comply with applicable

health regulations enacted by the State and other guidelines established by the CDC and our landlord.

NJIO has established a set of protocols that everyone attending live rehearsals must comply with.   You

will be receiving a separate email with all the details shortly – the Strings on Sunday and

Winds/Brass/Percussion later on next week.

Among other things, we will limit the number of people attending rehearsals, masks will be required to

be worn at all times, seating will be socially distanced, a temperature check scan will be taken at entry,

and an online Health Questionnaire and Waiver of Liability must be completed each week before

rehearsal.  If you are not feeling well in any way, please do not come to rehearsal.  Some of the

requirements may seem excessive and the paperwork will be annoying, but all are required for us to

proceed safely with live rehearsals.  We also have weather issues to deal with while playing outside, so

undoubtedly some of the rehearsals will need to be cancelled and rescheduled.  And though we will try

to give as much advance notice as we can, some of this may happen on short notice.  We will be posting

updates on rehearsal day changes or cancellation on our www.njio.org website, so it will be  a good idea

to check the website before you leave for rehearsal.

If you do not wish to return to live rehearsals or cannot make a live rehearsal for any reason, NJIO will

provide a live stream option for the rehearsals so you can participate from home.   We also will have

recordings of the live rehearsals available for members to download.

Mary Beth Sweet and Michelle Tolentino will be in charge of logistics at our rehearsals.  I’m sure you will

all cooperate with them in helping things go smoothly. Undoubtedly there will be issues and hiccups

with the process and procedures we are laying out, especially in the beginning. We will work hard to

address them as soon as we can.   If you have any constructive feedback we are happy to listen.

We thank you for your patience and support over the last year.   It has not been easy for any of us, but

there is light at the end of the tunnel!
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